COMMUNISM IN SOUTH EAST ASIA                     iyi
was soon apparent that the Communists had lost in the struggle with
Tungku Rahman.
In Singapore the position was more difficult as the very left-wing
People's Action Front gained a good deal of strength in the world of
labour, though it only secured three seats in the legislature in the 1954
elections. It was essentially a Chinese left-wing party, some sections of
which were very close to the Communists. The non-Communist section
emerged successfully from the resulting contest, and self-government
began under auspices which from the non-Communist point of view
seemed reasonably favourable.
On the whole, the Communists had failed to acquire dominion even
amongst the Chinese in Malaya and had little support amongst the Malays.
It would nevertheless be very rash to predict the final failure of Com-
munism. Year by year Chiang Kai-shek becomes more and more dis-
credited and Mao Tse-tung stands for the idea of progress. This tendency
may well grow, and battles between Communists and non-Communists
in Malaya may form part of the Chinese struggle to possess the soul of
Asia.